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among the citizens generally. By strengthening the
sense of duty and responsibility in regard to the
Common Weal, Christianity tends to develop the
character of the citizen in a right direction; and it
may be contended that any religion which fails to
f o'ster the citizen's sense of duty towards the Common
Weal falls short of true Christianity, and does not
produce the fruits which might have been looked for.
Q There has been, during the last few years, an
extraordinary awakening of a sense of duty to
the community. It was observable at the very
beginning of the war among young men who were
apparently leading lives of mere pleasure-seeking
and seemed to have no other object in life than their
own amusement; but they showed in the first weeks
of the war that they had awakened to a sense of
duty for doing their best in the national cause, and
they have been ready to sacrifice their prospects
and their lives at this crisis of their country's fate.
They roused themselves nobly in the cause of patriot-
ism; and gradually that call has been heard and
responded to eagerly by the men and women of all
classes of society and of the most various vocations.
But there is a danger that the sense of duty, which
has thus been awakened in a great crisis, should not
be maintained when that crisis is over; that the
return of peace should be_ regarded as a time to
relax the strain, and to allow the careless self-seek-
ing habit of life to reassert itself, and indifference
to the Common Weal to be accepted as normal and